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18 February 2022 

Dear Parents and Friends of  Manukau Christian School, 
 

The year has started well, despite road works, internet outages, some staff  
having to work offsite, a cyclone and a positive case of  COVID at MCS 
meaning Year 2 students have been isolating at home.  There is always 
much to be thankful for.  Despite the difficulties, classes are settled and 
students are learning.  This week sees Year 3 to 8 classes sit their PAT tests 
which is keeping the teachers busy with marking.  These standardised tests 
are important as they are designed to help teachers determine achievement 
levels and identify progress in students from year to year. 
 
Teaching through the pandemic 
Some parents are opting to keep children home to reduce the risk of  them 
contracting COVID.  Others are very keen to have children onsite at 
school.  We are going to do all we can to keep classes operating but we 
acknowledge that children at home need to continue learning.  We are not 
far away from implementing a plan that will enable us to provide quality 
teaching and learning to children onsite and offsite through a hybrid 
mixed digital mechanism.  Classrooms are currently being fitted with the 
necessary equipment and the system should be fully operational in about 
three weeks. 
 
What will this hybrid mixed digital model look like? 
• Each classroom from Year 5 to Year 13 is being equipped with a 

camera focused on the class, a camera directed at the teacher, a good 
quality microphone or two (for the class and for the teacher) and 
some quality speakers. 

• Each class will have a screen where the faces of  offsite students can 
appear if  they ‘beam in’ from home. 

• Each offsite student must have a laptop or other internet-capable 
device with a camera, speaker and microphone, so they can join the 
class from home.  This is the responsibility of  the parents to acquire, 
but contact us if  it is a problem. 
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With this technology in place, teachers will have the flexibility to teach stu-
dents in class while other students ‘beam in’ over Zoom to join the class in a 
virtual way.  This way a whole class can be taught even if  half  of  the students 
are in the physical classroom while the other half  are at home. 
 
We are already successfully using this model in the high school.  Students who 
are unwell have been able to beam into classroom programmes.   

 
All teachers in Years 5 to 13 can upload learning tasks 
on Thinkwave and can communicate with parents and 
students on this platform. 

 
 For Years 1 to 4 the situation is a bit different.  We     

do not believe this mixed teaching method would work well for junior classes 
for several reasons.  For Years 1 to 4  we will stick to a simple binary.  The 
class will either be taught at school, or the class will be taught remotely with all 
students learning from home.  If  Omicron means that a significant number of  
students in a junior class are consistently being kept at home, the school might 
opt to close the physical class and start running classes online only, similar to 
what we do in lockdowns.  We would prefer to avoid this. 
 
Over the next three weeks, teachers will do what they can to send work home 
by email, but please appreciate the fact that this is over and above their normal 
busy work requirements.  For that reason we ask parents not to expect too 
much from the teachers and to send children to school if  at all possible. 
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The vaccine mandate is a blunt, heavy tool that has seen some of  our staff  
affected directly and all of  us affected indirectly.  The pandemic itself  is 
no fun either.  These are difficult times.  When the situations we find 
ourselves in are oppressive, when people fail us, when leaders backtrack 
on their previously made promises and when circumstances fail to line up 
with what we might expect, it helps to look to Jesus.   
 

Acts 2:32-36 helps put things into perspective.   
32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of  

it. 33 Exalted to the right hand of  God, he has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see 
and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  “‘The 

Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand35 until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet.”’  36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of  this: 

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
 

The disciples had just asked (Acts 1:6), “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  Jesus’ reply was telling.  7 He said to 
them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.”  (Acts 1:7-8). 
 
Jesus did not take on Rome in the sense that he did not lead a political or 
military revolt.  He took on Rome in a different way.  He called allegiance 
to an alternative set of  values, a genuine worship.  He called people to 
turn their eyes to their creator.  He ascended from the earth and was 
enthroned in heaven, at God’s right hand and he poured out the Holy 
Spirit for all believers, so that they (and we) might be his witnesses and 
extend his kingdom.  His is a real kingdom, but it does not operate the 
way worldly kingdoms operate.  God’s kingdom extends when his people 
discerningly, lovingly, bring God’s redemption, God’s rule, and God’s 
order to a broken, idolatrous world, starting with his lordship over our 
own lives.   
 
Here we are in the midst of  difficult circumstances. Some of  us are 
worried about the pandemic.  Others are more bothered by the political 
response to the pandemic.  However we view the current issues, God’s 
people need to pray, discern and respond in Christlike ways. 

Look to Jesus in Troubled Times 
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An article by Sarah Duggan from Education HQ magazine (February 8, 2022) 
critiques the current fascination with  teaching critical and creative thinking as 
ends in and of  themselves.  She refers to work by educational psychologist, 
Professor John Sweller who believes the push for critical and creative thinking 
is ‘a misguided endeavour.’ 
 
Sweller acknowledges that the ability to think critically and creatively is good 
and useful.  Of  course it is. The problem is that this way of  thinking is innate 
rather than taught.  If  it is innate, how then do students acquire these skills? 
 

“If  you try to teach it, all it does is take away time from teaching what 
really matters, and [what] really assists critical and creative thinking, 

and that's knowledge.” 
“At the end of  the day, if  you can think critically (or creatively) about 

something, it's because you have a lot of  knowledge about it,” he 
told Education HQ. 

 
And there we have it.  The ability to think critically and creatively about a topic 
is only possible when we have a certain amount of  knowledge about that topic.  
Schools are going against cognitive science by attempting to teach creativity 
and critical thinking in a knowledge-vacuum.  The more effective alternative is, 
according to Sweller, to ‘build up students’ domain-specific knowledge 
across multiple areas.’   
 

There are a lot of  teachers giving students 
problem-solving tasks, thinking that this will 
strengthen their creative or critical thinking 
skills.  They have been ‘led astray’ by the 
inquiry learning model that has controlled 
western education for at least three decades.  
These teachers should rather spend their time 
increasing the students’ content knowledge.  
The creative stuff  will flow from there. 

 
We see the same problem within Christianity.  Many young people (outside of  
MCS) will happily talk about how they ‘feel’ about an ethical or moral issue, 
but few will turn to Scripture and dig deeply into the instructive texts, weighing 
the genre of  the passages and the original context.  Why?  Because the 

Teaching Creativity and Critical Thinking 
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education system has encouraged them not to seek 
knowledge but to think for themselves, be true to 
themselves and be creative. 
 
It will be no surprise to our parent community that 
MCS is resolute in our commitment to teach content
-knowledge to students, including knowledge of  
Scripture through our Bible curriculum.  Critical 
thinking, creative problem-solving and application of  
knowledge is important, but it sits atop a foundation 
of  content knowledge, not the other way around. 

Boys’ Hairstyles 
Fashions often influence the styles that young people adopt.  Popular hairstyles 
flaunted by sports icons and celebrities include shaved or very short sides and 
long on top and at the back.  The dreaded mullet seems to be making an 
unwelcome appearance.  Please note the wording of  our MCS Handbook for 
Families that all parents have recently signed. 
 

‘Hair must be natural and tidy, well-groomed and cut in a short, masculine style.  
No extreme styles….’ 
 
The mullet is not acceptable, sorry.  Furthermore, compliance with rules that 
might seem arbitrary reflects the attitude of  the heart.  Students learning to 
have a submissive heart attitude towards authority is not an arbitrary matter.  
Rather, it is foundational to discipleship.  Thanks for your understanding and 
support. 

         Unacceptable       Unacceptable        Unacceptable 
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Term One is usually a busy term with school events scheduled to help build 
connections between parents and teachers, as well as between families.  The 
School Picnic, Meet the Teacher evening, Parenting Seminar, Gymsport, and 
House Sports have all been put on hold in accordance with MOE guidelines.    
 

Teachers in the primary school have sent out their Meet the Teacher information 
letters to parents this week.  It contains important pointers about each 
classroom, expectations, and advice on how you can best help your child settle 
in and succeed.   If  you need to speak with your child’s teacher and you 
anticipate more than a few passing comments, please make an appointment 
through the office.  We are happy to assist.  
 
Year 6 students will be sitting their Cambridge Primary Checkpoint exams in 
the first three days of  the Term 3 holidays:  3, 4 and 5 October 2022.   
 
The following events are scheduled and will be confirmed closer to the time: 
Photolife student and class photos:  Tuesday 15 March 2022.   
Parent Interviews:  Thursday 17 March 2022.   

 
 
 

Carpark protocol 
1. Parents of  students in Years 1, 2 or 3 are welcome to park in our car park.  

Each family has been given a token that will need to be displayed in order 
to enter the car park.  Parents without the token cannot drive into the car 
park between 2.45pm and 3.15pm.   

2. While roadworks are underway, please turn right when you exit the carpark 
to prevent traffic build-up.   

 

Office hours 
The administration office opens at 8.15am and closes at 3.15pm.   
 

School Loop App 
By downloading this app you can easily notify the school of  your child’s 
absence.  This app is also used by the school to send out notices.     

Scheduled Activities 

Housekeeping Matters 

Parents in Prayer 
Parents, our school covets your prayers.   Christian parents who have a heart to 
intercede for the mission of  our school, please contact Maria Shallard via the 
school office.  MCS needs praying parents. 



Around the school 
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Yummy Stickers 
Thank you for collecting stickers last year.  We have recently re-
ceived equipment for our juniors that included rainbow balls, 
skipping ropes, bean bags and cones.   Please continue to collect 
these stickers for the school. 
Left:  Emily holding two of  the many items we received from 
this campaign.  

Physical Education 
Year 9 students (right) 
enjoying the outdoors 
and competing against 
each other in cricket.  

Trustboard 

We welcome two new members to the school trustboard—Mr Jonathan Willis, a 
parent in the school, and Pastor Logan Hagoort, from Covenant Presbyterian 
Church.   The school trustboard meets once a term.  Any correspondence to the 
trustboard should be emailed to admin@manukauchristian.school.nz, marked 
for the attention of  the Trustboard Secretary.  

Year 3 
Students are planting 
seeds as part of  their 
topic on living and non-
living things.  They are 
learning to predict, 
observe and write what 
they discover as part of  
their fair test.  

Help needed please 
A parent who works from home full time is 
unable to collect her Year 2 daughter at 
3.00pm as SKIDS is currently not travelling 
to schools. The family lives at 108 Great 
South Road, Manurewa.  Please ring Parul 
Kumar on 0212962868 if  you can assist. 
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 Give thanks for 

• Fantastic Cambridge results 
• Supportive parents  
• Continued school growth 
• A lovely summer with great weather 

 

 

 Please pray for 

• Fewer interruptions to school life 

• The government to make sound decisions around Covid 

• The power of  the gospel of  Jesus at work in our students’ lives 
 

Scripture 

‘“Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

John 8:12 

77 Rogers Road  • P O Box 75-623 • Manurewa • Ph 269-1050     

admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  manukauchristian.school.nz 
Join our MCS School Community Facebook Group 

 
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 

Term 1 1 Feb to 14 Apr 
 

Term 2 2 May to 8 July 
 

Term 3 25 July to 30 Sep     
  25 July to 5 Oct  (Year 6) 
 

Term 4 17 Oct to 9 Dec      
  12 Oct to 25 Nov (Year 11 to 13) 
  12 Oct to 6 Dec   (Year 9 to 10) 


